Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 00507 192208Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ARA-06 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /079 W 

200700Z 103252/13 

R 190918Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1619 
AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY MASERU 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 0507 

EO 11652: GDS 
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SUB J : NORTH KOREANS HIT THE ROAD 

1 . NORTH KOREANS INCLUDING PRIMIN AND FONMIN SEEM TO BE MAKING 
THE ROUNDS AGAIN IN AFRICAN AND MIDDLE EAST CAPITALS. LINE THEY 
ARE TAKING WITH COUNTRIES THEY VISIT MAY PROVIDE USEFUL INDICATOR 
OF NORTH KOREAN FRAME OF MIND AND DIRECTION THEY INTEND TO TAKE 
IN DIPLOMATIC ARENA. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO ATTEMPT SOLICIT 
REPORTS FROM EMBASSIES IN COUNTRIES VISITED IN ONDER TO SURVEY SUB- 
STANCE OF NORTH KOREAN APPROACHES DURING TEHSE VISITS. 

2. ROK MOFA REPORTS RECEIVED SO FAR INDICATE NORTH KOREANS 
ARE VISITING TOGO, SENEGAL, SUDAN, IRAQ, LESOTHO, NIGERIA, 

GUYANA AND CHAD. MOFA HAS RECEIVED NO REPORTS ON SUBSTANCE 
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OF NORTH KOREAN APPROACHES YET, BUT THEY APPEAR TO AHVE 
MET REFUBBS IN EFFORTS TO MEET WITH HIGHEST POLITICAL 
LEADERSHIP IN SUDAN AND SENEGAL. IN LESOTHO. ROKG 
UNDERSTANDS THAT GOL INSISTED THAT AID PRECEDE DIPLOMATIC 
TIES, CONTRARY TO NORTH KOREAN DESIRE TO HAVE DIPLOMATIC 
TIES FIRST. MOFA BELIEVES PRESS REPORTS THAT LESOTHO WILL 
RECONGIZE NORTH KOREA ARE INACCURATE. MOFA HAS RECEIVED 
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UNCONFIRMED REPORT THAT NORTH KOREAN MISSION NOW IN CHAD 
IS THERE TO ESTABLISH EMBASSY. (WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
INFORMATION EMBASSY NDJAMENA CAN PROVIDE ON THIS SUBJECT.) 

3. MOFA NORTH KOREA DIVISION CHIEF KIM CHAE YONG 
BELIEVES THAT VISITS TO IRAQ AND SUDAN MAY HAVE BEEN 
EFFORTS TO OFFSET EFFECTS OF WHAT MAY HAVE APPEARED TO 
NORTH KOREANS TO HAVE BEEN ROK INROADS IN THOSE COUNTRIES. 

(ROK AMBASSADOR TOJORDAN WAS IN IRAQ RECENTLY, BUT VISIT 
DID NOT PRODUCE MUCH, ACCORDING TO KIM). 
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